
Rutgers Hillel Mourns the Passing of Edgar M. Bronfman 

 

Edgar M. Bronfman 

New Brunswick, NJ (Dec. 23, 2013) – Rutgers Hillel joins with the many voices across the global Jewish 

community in mourning the passing of Edgar M. Bronfman, a guiding force and visionary Jewish leader, 

who was fundamental in molding the modern Hillel movement and a strong influence on Rutgers Hillel. 

Mƌ. BƌoŶfŵaŶ, the fouŶdiŶg Đhaiƌ of Hillel IŶteƌŶatioŶal’s Boaƌd of GoǀeƌŶoƌs, passed aǁaǇ “atuƌdaǇ, 
December 21, from natural causes. 

He particularly enjoyed meeting Jewish students and personally visited more than 130 college campuses 

on five continents including a visit in 2005 to Rutgers Hillel, forging a personal connection with Hillel 

Executive Director Andrew Getraer. 

͞I aŵ gƌateful to have met Mr. Bronfman when he visited the campus to kick off the Rutgers Hillel 

Capital aŶd EŶdoǁŵeŶt CaŵpaigŶ,͟ ƌeŵiŶisĐed EǆeĐutiǀe DiƌeĐtoƌ AŶdƌeǁ Getƌaeƌ. ͞I ƌeŵeŵďeƌ ouƌ 
conversations to this day, as he gave me tremendous strength and inspiratioŶ.͟ 

Getraer is still touched emotionally when he remembers standing in Winants Hall before an audience 

that included the university president, the Hillel board and numerous New Jersey Jewish leaders, when 

the gƌeat philaŶthƌopist ͞put his aƌŵ aƌouŶd ŵe aŶd Đalled ŵe a gƌeat Hillel diƌeĐtoƌ.͟ 

͞IŶ his ŵeŵoƌǇ,͟ Getƌaeƌ said, ͞ǁe ǁill ǁoƌk eǀeŶ haƌdeƌ to ŵake Rutgeƌs Hillel a leadiŶg oƌgaŶizatioŶ 
in shaping the Jewish future, to build the finest Jewish center in the country on our campus – thinking of 

him eveƌǇ daǇ as ǁe do it.͟ 

The Capital and Endowment Campaign kick off ceremony at which Mr. Bronfman spoke is in its final 

phase having raised $12 million of its $18 million goal.  Groundbreaking is expected in the spring. 

Getraer explained that Rutgers Hillel stƌiǀes to ŵiƌƌoƌ Edgaƌ BƌoŶfŵaŶ’s oǁŶ ǀieǁs ďǇ offeƌiŶg studeŶts 
diǀeƌse oppoƌtuŶities aŶd poƌtals to Judaisŵ. ͞The esseŶĐe of ŵǇ Judaisŵ,͟ Mƌ. BƌoŶfŵaŶ ǁas Ƌuoted 
as saǇiŶg, ͞is ŵǇ pƌide iŶ Judaisŵ, The oŶlǇ ǁaǇ Ǉou ĐaŶ haǀe pƌide is to haǀe kŶoǁledge. The only way 

you can have knowledge is to study. I would like every Jew to be as comfortable in his skin as I am in 

ŵiŶe.͟ 

͞Edgaƌ ǁas a ǀisioŶaƌǇ leadeƌ aŶd philaŶthƌopist, as ǁell as a deaƌ fƌieŶd aŶd paƌtŶeƌ, ǁho paǀed the 
way for many who shared his comŵitŵeŶt to sustaiŶiŶg the Jeǁish futuƌe,͟ said LǇŶŶ “ĐhusteƌŵaŶ, 
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Chair of the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, and a former co-chair of the Board of 

GoǀeƌŶoƌs. ͞His tiƌeless deǀotioŶ to the gloďal ƌeŶaissaŶĐe of Hillel is testaŵeŶt to his ǀisioŶ.͟ 

͞Edgaƌ BƌoŶfŵaŶ ǁas the gƌeat Jeǁ of his eƌa,͟ said MiĐhael “teiŶhaƌdt, a foƌŵeƌ Đo-chair of the Hillel 

IŶteƌŶatioŶal Boaƌd of GoǀeƌŶoƌs. ͞He had ďoth Đouƌage aŶd iŶtegƌitǇ. Edgaƌ ǁas a tƌue fƌieŶd. We 
toiled in the same vineyard of Jewish renaissance and he was always optimistic and encouraging. I will 

ŵiss hiŵ soƌelǇ.͟ 

Every year there is intense competition among recent college graduates to join Hillel International as the 

Bronfman Fellow, working in the Office of the President. The current Bronfman Fellow, Mia Jacobs of 

MillďuƌŶ, sisteƌ of Rutgeƌs studeŶt DaŶŶǇ JaĐoďs, said ͞Hillel has ŵade ŵe ǁho I aŵ, aŶd Hillel is ǁhat it 
is today because of Edgar Bronfman. But I am only one of the countless Jewish students who have 

benefitted from Mr. Bronfman’s iŶĐƌediďle geŶeƌositǇ. He ďelieǀed iŶ Jeǁish leadeƌship aŶd a ďƌight 
Jewish future, and he believed that we— young Jews— ǁeƌe the oŶes to get us theƌe.͟ 

Edgar Bronfman was buried in a private family service.  A public service will be held in coming 

weeks.  The family asks that donations be made to Hillel, MyJewishLearning.com or Bronfman Youth 

Felloǁships iŶ Edgaƌ’s ŵeŵoƌǇ. 

Our condolences go to the entire Bronfman family. May they be comforted among the other mourners 

of Zion and Jerusalem. 
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